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BACKGROUND:

There have been several instances throughout the year that have
highlighted the importance of how we provide a safe and secure environment
for worship and for work at the Bemidiji United Methodist Church. Events in
October compelled the formation of an ad hoc committee on security, with the
approval of Pastor John Roberts.

THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:

To make a recommendation to the Church Council concerning measures
that could be taken, along with timing and incremental pricing, for a system/
policy which would promote the safety of staff, parishioners and authorized
building users from persons who commit or are likely to commit trespass,
vandalism, theft, and/or assault.

AD HOC COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP:
John Herath, Lucille Nelson, Tony Nicholson, Johin Robinson.

ACTIVITIES:

Five churches were contacted and asked what they do to promote
security. Four of these churches (First Lutheran, Calvary Lutheran, Evangelical
Free, Evangelical Covenant) have security systems installed. First Lutheran
schedules a custodian to be present when a user group is from outside the
church. Four of the five churches have administrative offices close to their
entrance. One of the five churches (Bethel Lutheran) has only a door chime that
rings in the office when someone enters the building. The churches using
security systems used Security Plus, Northern Safety and Security, and United
Security.

These companies were contacted and submitted proposals after waiking
through the UMC in November. The three proposals varied in the use of panic
buttons, door monitors, motion sensors, use of a remote lock release and video
monitoring of the parking entrance and video monitoring of other parts of the
church. The committee members reviewed and discussed the three proposals,
eliminating one of the vendors from further consideration.

The remaining potential vendors presented their proposal in light of the
need to minimize cost and incrementally install a system over a period of two or
three years. Both vendors priced systems with the same number of features.
The committee was concerned about the cost efficiency of incremental
implementation and the simplicity of the solution.












